
SOCIAL JUSTICE



DEFINITON OF 

SOCIAL JUSTICE

The way human beings living 

together as a group deal 

with one another in a fair 

and reasonable manner 



Social Ministry

Social Ministry has two main aspects: social service 
(also known as Parish Outreach) and social action 

 Social Service is giving direct aid to someone in need. 
It usually involves performing one or more of the 
corporal works of mercy. That is, giving alms to the 
poor, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick or imprisoned, taking care of orphans and 
widows, visiting the shut-ins etc. Another name for it is 
charity.

 Social Action is correcting the structures that 
perpetuate the need. Another name for this is Social 
Justice.



OUR CHURCH'S SOCIAL MISSION 

Social Service (Charity) 
Respond to the effects
of a problem 

Social Justice Respond 
to the cause of the 
problem 



Very often when you are performing social service, you also 

become involved in solving the problem which created the need in 

the first place, and the two are closely related and often blend 

together.

Example:

Someone comes to your food pantry, and tells you he/she has no 
food, because he/she lost their job recently. You give that person 

food, then place that person in touch with the employer. You then 

would have solved both problems for that person. (a) the 

immediate need of food through an act of charity (social service) 
and (b) you would have corrected the problem which created and 

perpetuated the need. (social justice)

Social Service



Social Justice

Through the lens of social justice, we begin to take a 

look at the problems and issues facing us in our own 

communities, the nation and finally the world, and we 

begin to ask questions such as:

 "Why is there so much unemployment in our area?" 

 Why are there so many poor in our community?" 

 "How will the deforestation of our rain forests affect our 

global climate?" etc. 



Faith without good works is a 
dead faith 

-James 2:14-24 

Moses didn't ask the Egyptians 
for better working conditions, 
he demanded that they 
change the system and let his 
people go. 

- Exodus

We shall be judged by what we have done for the "least of 

these" 

- Matthew 25:31-46 



‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and 
feed You, or thirsty, and give You 
something to drink? And when did we 
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 
naked, and clothe You? When did we 
see You sick, or in prison, and come to 
You?’ The King will answer and say to 
them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did it to one of these brothers 
of Mine, even the least of them, you did 
it to Me.’

-Matthew 25-40



The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church
January 25, 1985 Pope John Paul VI 

convoked Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops for the 20th anniversary of the 
close of Vatican II, to study the 

Council’s teachings in greater depth. 

In 1986 Pope John Paul VI 

formed committee of 12 Cardinals 

and Bishops, chaired by Cardinal 

Joseph Ratzinger to draft (10 
attempts) this “reference text” for 

teaching Catholic doctrine.
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The Catechism of the Catholic 

Church in 4 Parts

 The Creed: The Profession of Faith

 Sacred Liturgy: The Celebration Of the 

Christian Mystery

 Christian Way of Life: The Life of Christ 

(includes Social Justice)

 Our Praise and Intercession: Christian 

Prayer



He has told you, O man, what is good; 
And what does the Lord require of you 
But to do justice, to love kindness, And 
to walk humbly with your God.

-MICAH 6:8



Social Justice

Key Words

Domestic Church – The Family

Society – A group with a common moral goal

Solidarity – Man’s responsibility to help his fellow man

Subsidiary – A higher authority may not step on the 

rights of a lesser authority

The Common Good – Society reaching it’s Godly 
intended fulfillment

Political Authority – A right received from God to 

provide security for society

Faithful Citizenship – The responsibility of an individual 
to participate in the political process



Social Justice

Key Issues

 The Just War Doctrine

 Respect for Life Issues (abortion, assisted death, genetic science)

 Unionism

 Discrimination (sexism, ageism, racism)

 Politics and Faithful Citizenship

 Capitol Punishment

 The Definition of Marriage and Family

 Human Trafficking 

 Hunger and Poverty

 Education

 Political Systems: Capitalism, Communism, Socialism, Dictatorships

 Immigration



US BISHOPS STATEMENT

How do we translate faith into 

action?

To guide us in this endeavor, the 

bishops of the United States wrote 

Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: 

Challenges and Directions, which 

outlines seven principles of social 

justice in Catholic teaching. By 

following these principles, we will 

discover how to live as people for 

others.



7 Principles of 

Social Justice

1. Dignity of the Human Person. We are called to ask 

whether our actions as a society respect or threaten the life 

and dignity of the human person.

2. Call to Family, Community, and Participation.
We are called to support the family—the principle social 

institution—so that people can participate in society, build a 

community spirit, and promote the well being of all.

3. Rights and Responsibilities. We are called to protect 

the rights that all people have to those things required for a 

decent human life, such as food, clothing, and shelter.



7 Principles of 

Social Justice
4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable. We are 
called to pay special attention to the needs of those who are 
poor.

5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers. 
We are called to protect the basic rights of all workers: the 
right to engage in productive work, fair wages, private 
property, and the right to organize, join unions, and pursue 
economic opportunity.

6. Solidarity. We are called to recognize that, because 
God is our Father, we are all brothers and sisters, with the 
responsibility to care for one another.

7. Care for God's Creation. We are called to care for 
all that God has made.



1.  The Right to Life and the Dignity of the 

Human Person

Human life is sacred. Direct attacks on innocent human 

beings are never morally acceptable. Within our 

society, life is under direct attack from abortion, 

euthanasia, human cloning, and destruction of human 

embryos for research.

These intrinsic evils must always be opposed. This 

teaching also compels us as Catholics to oppose 

genocide, torture, unjust war, and the use of the death 

penalty, as well as to pursue peace and help 

overcome poverty, racism, and other conditions that 

demean human life.



2.  Call to Family, Community, and 

Participation

The family, based on marriage between a man and a 
woman, is the fundamental unit of society.

This sanctuary for the creation and nurturing of 
children must not be redefined, undermined, or 
neglected. Supporting families should be a priority for 
economic and social policies. 

How our society is organized—in economics and 
politics, in law and public policy—affects the well-
being of individuals and of society. Every person and 
association has a right and a duty to participate in 
shaping society to promote the well-being of 
individuals and the common good.



Intolerance



3.  Rights and Responsibilities

Every human being has a right to life, the fundamental

right that makes all other rights possible.

Each of us has a right to religious freedom, which

enables us to live and act in accord with our God-

given dignity, as well as a right to access to those

things required for human decency—food and shelter,

education and employment, health care and housing.

Corresponding to these rights are duties and

responsibilities—to one another, to our families, and to

the larger society.



4.  Option for the Poor and 

Vulnerable

While the common good embraces all, those 

who are in greatest need deserve preferential 

concern. A moral test for society is how we 

treat the weakest among us—the unborn, 

those dealing with disabilities or terminal illness, 

the poor and marginalized.





5.  Dignity of Work and the Rights 

of Workers

The economy must serve people, not the other way 

around.

Economic justice calls for decent work at fair, living wages, 
opportunities for legal status for immigrant workers, and the opportunity 

for all people to work together for the common good through their work, 

ownership, enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and other 

forms of economic activity.



Equal Opportunity



6.  Solidarity

 We are one human family, whatever our national, 

racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological 

differences. Our Catholic commitment to solidarity 

requires that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, 

end human trafficking, protect human rights, seek 

peace, and avoid the use of force except as a 

necessary last resort.



7.  Caring for God’s Creation

 Care for the earth is a duty 

of our Catholic faith. We all 

are called to be careful 

stewards of God’s creation 

and to ensure a safe and 

hospitable environment for 

vulnerable human beings 

now and in the future.



OUR CHURCH'S SOCIAL MISSION 

Social Service (Charity) 
Respond to the effects
of a problem 

Social Justice Respond 
to the cause of the 
problem 



Faithful Citizenship

As people of both faith and reason, Catholics are called to 

bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s 

commandment to “love one another”.

“charity must animate the entire lives of the lay faithful 

and therefore also their political activity, lived as 

‘social charity’” 

-Pope Benedict XVI,(Encyclical Deus Caritas Est, no. 29)

Link to US Bishop’s Statement on Faithful Citizenship video: 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/index.cfm


Faithful Citizenship

 It is impossible to further the common good without 
acknowledging and defending the right to life, 
upon which all the other inalienable rights of 
individuals are founded and from which they 
develop. A society lacks solid foundations when, on 
the one hand, it asserts values such as the dignity of 
the person, justice and peace, but then, on the 
other hand, radically acts to the contrary by 
allowing or tolerating a variety of ways in which 
human life is devalued and violated, especially 
where it is weak or marginalized. Only respect for life 
can be the foundation and guarantee of the most 
precious and essential goods of society, such as 
democracy and peace. Pope John Paul II, 
Evangelium vitae (1995), no. 101



Faithful Citizenship

 “In the Catholic Tradition 

responsible citizenship is a virtue 

and participation in political life is 

a moral obligation.”

- FCFC, no. 13



Avoiding War: 
The Just War Doctrine

The fifth commandment forbids the intentional destruction of human life. 

Because of the evils and injustices that accompany all war, the Church 

insistently urges everyone to prayer and to action so that the divine 

Goodness may free us from the ancient bondage of war. [Cf. Vatican II, 

Gaudium et spes 81, 4] All citizens and all governments are obliged to 

work for the avoidance of war.

However, "as long as the danger of war persists and there is no 

international authority with the necessary competence and power, 

governments cannot be denied the right of lawful self-defense, once all 

peace efforts have failed." [Cf. Vatican II, Gaudium et spes 79, 4]



Social Justice Goals

To follow the command to "love one another as I have 
loved you".

To enable everyone to enter into a relationship with Christ 
in such a way, so that everyone can come to know Christ 
in the same way that the Father knows the Son.

If we think about this for a moment, it becomes clear. If our 
basic human needs are met, that is to say that if we are 
not concerned with obtaining food, clothing, shelter etc., 
then we are better able to enter into a closer relationship 
with Christ.



Mother Teresa

 At the end of life we will not be judged by 
how many diplomas we have received, 
how much money we have made, how 
many great things we have done. We will 
be judged by 'I was hungry and you gave 
me to eat, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was homeless and you took me in.' 
Hungry not only for bread - but hungry for 
love. Naked not only for clothing - but 
naked for human dignity and respect. 
Homeless not only for want of a room of 
bricks - but homeless because of rejection.



Social Justice Prayer
Almighty and eternal God, may your grace enkindle in all 

of us a love for the many unfortunate people whom 

poverty and misery reduce to a condition of life unworthy 

of human beings.

Arouse in the hearts of those who call you Father a hunger 

and thirst for social justice and for fraternal charity in deeds 

and in truth.

Grant, O Lord, peace to souls, peace to 

families, peace to our country and peace 

among nations. Amen 


